Greetings, Longford Neighbors,

It's hard to believe that we are nearly halfway thru September, and it does seem as if we are
well into fall. In last month's newsletter we bid a fond farewell to Longford's Property
Manager, John Atwell, who has since moved to Florida (sending positive thoughts
and prayers!) to be closer to family. And so we would like to extend:

A WARM WELCOME to Longford's New Property Manager:

We are happy to introduce you to Mr. Jon Kotler of Continental Property Management. This
news item is steaming hot off our press as we have yet to meet Jon in person and look forward
to doing just this within a few weeks at our next board meeting. We will share more details
with everyone in our next newsletter. In the meantime, Jon has kindly provided us with his
contact information as follows:

business e-mail: j.kotler@cpm975.com,
business cell phone: 215-343-1550

and welcomes any/all messages, concerns, thoughts from everyone.

PLAYGROUND!

As stated in our August "Longford Community Crossings Newsletter," it is our hope that before
we receive our first snowfall of the season, construction plans to expand our current Tot
Lot Playground- construction will be well underway.

Due Diligence Highlights:

The board has for the past 3.5 years been working on a playground plan for all our children. To provide
everyone with some highlights of events leading up to this news release we include the following:

When the first homes in Longford Community were constructed approximately a decade ago, the play
area for residents' children was architecturally designed as a "tot lot" age appropriate almost exclusively
for very young children. Since 2014, the board has been working toward building a playground that will
provide a more suitable play area for greater numbers of our neighborhood children. To this effect, in
2015, the board established the Longford Community Development Committee. Consisting of 2 board
members and 7 Longford homeowners, the group met several times and engaged in lengthy discussions



and sharing that reflected dozens of resident suggestions and concerns before deciding to secure the
services of a professional landscape architectural firm.

After meeting with two candidates and accepting comprehensive & detailed community plan proposals
from each firm, the board commissioned McCloskey and Faber who then designed and submitted to us a
long term plan of options each of which represents a means to enhancing residents' quality of life across
a spectrum of areas and avenues. Given the magnitude of each section of this plan, we resolved to
approach all sections with our best efforts to effect an appropriate balance among: 1) various
community needs; 2) the timing connected with each project, and 3) our budget. Throughout

2016, each board meeting agenda included lengthy discussions to implement the second (Phase II')

of McCloskey & Faber's recommendations: the construction of a new playground to accommodate
older children as well as toddlers.

Location: while this playground will be in the same location as the current tot lot, the new play

area will be approximately triple the square footage of the tot lot as it will be built to accommodate
equipment for our neighborhood's older children as well as toddlers.

Given the preceding, the board throughout May, June and July, 2017 held weekly evening

community "Ask a Board Member" forum sessions via Facebook whose purpose was to enlist any/all
suggestions for constructing a playground that will most serve the needs of our children as it meets our
budget constraints and upholds the highest standards of safety and durability.

The proposed new playground will be high-quality equipment on which numerous parents (and kids :)
have continued to provide positive feedback via: a Longford Playground Committee chaired by HOA
board member, John Larson, as well as phone calls from residents made/sent directly to us. The aim of
the playground is to provide kids with a bigger, better, more safe & secure place to play, to reduce
playing in streets (for safety reasons), and to provide a more appealing playground to current residents
as well as future residents. . . all of which represent contributing factors to increasing home

values. After several summer months' (representing double digit hours' worth) of negotiation with two
different locally based companies, the board decided that the following proposal received

from Playworld Commercial Playground Equipment (playworld.com) will best fulfill our overall
objectives

Equ | pment: For more details on each piece of playground equipment included in

the proposal we now offer to you, Our Longford Community Residents, just click on the link
below it:

oo “Tower Tour” jungle gym with 3 slides, a bridge and a climbing wall;
https://playworld.com/products/tower-tour



https://playworld.com/products/tower-tour

e rrlarge Playweb (#0041) w/ add-on components;
https://playworld.com/products/playweb-large

o o2 regular swings;
https://playworld.com/products/single-post-swings

and 1 toddler swing;

o onSandbox

https://playworld.com/products/pvc-free-sandbox-cover

https://playworld.com/products/fossil-jam (This "fossil" piece will be added thanks to the generosity of
an anonymous donor.)

e Border

Additional pictures can be found on https://playworld.com/

Playworld®: Commercial Playground Equipment Manufacturer

playworld.com

The leader in innovative commercial playground equipment for parks, schools, daycares, neighborhoods, and more.
Complete custom design and installation services.

Cost:

reflecting discounts:
$104,233 (equipment, freight, tax, installation)
+$18,700 (an estimation of border fence, old structure removal, site prep, mulch)

= $122,933

Available HoA Funds for Capital Improvement Projects

= $128,700

This is not the entire savings of the HOA. The HoA does have other long term

“Capital Reserve” funds specifically earmarked for maintenance of existing infrastructure
(roads, sidewalks, streetlights, ect) that cannot be used for other projects, such as the playground. We


https://playworld.com/products/playweb-large
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https://playworld.com/products/fossil-jam
https://playworld.com/
https://playworld.com/

currently have ample funds in Capital Reserve for that type of maintenance. However, the playground
project will mean funds won't be accessible for any other capital improvement projects (like parking or
walking trails) until reserves are built up again.

We plan to start breaking ground within weeks. so to any homeowners

with any additional concerns about this project, we welcome your feedback Please feel free to contact
the board at longfordcrossinghoa@gmail.com

"MEET YOUR HOA BOARD MEMBERS":

Every Board needs a finance guy, and thanks to Longford Community resident, Tim Wilson's
willingness to serve on ours, we have one! Our current Board Representative- at- Large hails
from Medford, NJ, where his brother and parents still reside ----- and just today where Tim
could be found as he and his wife made the drive to "South Jersey" to join family and friends in
celebrating his parents' 50th wedding anniversary :) As our 3rd "oldest" board member, Tim's
service to his fellow residents began shortly after he moved to our community when in 2015,
he came forward to join the (aforereferenced) Longford Community Development

Committee. Apparently, Tim's experience as he met so many neighbors of scintillating
personalities and keen intellect led him to declare himself a candidate for our HOA leadership,
and in February, 2016, Longford residents had their newest member "on board." When he isn't
busy using his Finance & Economics degrees to "do financial things" in his professional capacity
at Teva Pharmacuticals USA, Inc., Tim enjoys hiking and cycling with his wife, Ellie. In fact,
when asked what influenced Tim and Ellie's decision to move to Longford, he cited "our
community's location within 3 miles of Valley Forge National Park [VFNP] where they enjoy
hiking and biking at Perkiomen Park and many other trails." And thanks to Tim's efforts last
night and this morning, your newsletter editor did not have to type every single number
included with the playground section. So thanks for the cut & paste, Tim, and for all you
continue to do on behalf of so many neighbors here at Longford!

PARKING UPDATE:

In our August newsletter, we sought resident volunteers for the purpose of creating a Longford
Community Parking & Traffic Safety Team who will take on the responsibilities of "encouraging
& guiding" residents who may need assistance with parking their vehicles in accordance with
our community bylaws. We are pleased to announce that Mr. Ram Krishna has stepped up to
the parking plate! It would be great if a few others would join him in this regard (and we hope
to hear from you sooner than later!!) Or you may contact Ram directly at:

ramkrishnaeee@gmail.com.



Thank you, Ram. (ura courageous soul!)

A gentle reminder:

Last week your HOA president received a phone call from a resident who, while attempting to
make her morning commute to work, ran into (figuratively thankfully) "a mom with her children
awaiting the arrival of their school bus parked in her large car situated on the wrong side of the
street in the no parking zone facing the wrong direction.

In the best interests of our school children's safety (and our residents attempting to drive in and
out of our community, we remind everyone to please make your best effort to follow our
parking rules!

Wishing our neighborhood kids a welcome back to school and a great fall season to all!
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